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There is no better companion for our   
Lenten prayer journey than our 

Blessed  Mother. During this season 
of penance, she who witnessed her 
Divine Son suffer and die for the 

sins of mankind can assist our hearts 
to have true contrition for our    

personal contribution to his pains. 
We may often think of the Blessed 
Mother as being serene and joyful, 
but during Lent it is good for us to 

meditate on her title of Our Lady of 
Sorrows, beautifully  recounted in 

the prayer next to this box. 

Holy Week Summary 
 

Wow! We have finally made it to Holy Week and what a wonderful 
way to start this sacred week, by celebrating Palm Sunday, in our  
usual SJV tradition. Yes, we have had a real donkey carrying Jesus 
into Jerusalem!  Thank you to our fantastic Year 6 children who took 
on the role of Jesus and his disciples.  
This year, due to bubble restrictions, we 
have participated in a virtual passion — 
every class was given a station of the 
cross to reflect upon, which was filmed 
and put together as a whole school vid-
eo.  On Tuesday, we will celebrate the 
Passion of our Lord by watching the 
astounding, moving performance of the final hours of Jesus’ life as he 
walked to His death on Calvary.  Children, you were all fantastic in 
your performances and really brought the Stations of the Cross to 
life.   On Thursday, we will celebrate the significance of ‘The   
Washing of the Feet’, before Jesus shared His Last Supper with 
his friends.  This will be as a virtual assembly, but will enable children 
to have some understanding of this special meal that we remember,  
every time we go to mass. 

 

 

 

This Lent, CAFOD tells us the story of Abdella, who is 23 and has 
big dreams. He dreams of starting a small business. He dreams of 

starting a family. He 
dreams of having his own 
home.  He dreams of the 
day he won’t have to walk 
ten hours to get water.  
Abdella lives in Afar, 
Ethiopia – one of the  

hottest places on earth. 
Like hundreds of people in 
the area, he spends most 
of the day walking to get     

water for his family to drink.   
Last week, our children have been doing a daily walk for 10 minutes 

and then comparing this short walk to the amount of hours that 
Abdella spends walking.  Please follow us on Twitter #SJVRE and 
view our pictures and videos to see how we have been getting on!  

To make a donation to this CAFOD Lent appeal, please can you 
offer a contribution on ParentPay. We are also holding a non-
uniform day tomorrow (Tuesday) with a £2 donation for this      
appeal. 

 
In honour of Our Lady’s tears as she meets her 

Son on the way to Calvary (Lk 23:27); Let us pray. 
 

Grant, we beseech Thee, O Lord Jesus Christ, that 
the most blessed Virgin Mary, thy Mother, may   

Intercede for us before the throne of thy mercy, 
now and at the hour of our death, whose most holy 

soul was transfixed with the sword of sorrow in the 
hour of thine own Passion. We ask this through Je-

sus Christ, Saviour of the world, who lives and reigns 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, forever and 

ever.  Amen. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we come to the end of a busy and very 
tiring term, it is now time to prepare for 
Easter and celebrate both our faith and 
joy in the resurrection, as well as joy in the 
light at the end of the tunnel for the pan-
demic.  

Easter is traditionally a family time, and it 
is good to know we can start to join up 
again with friends and family in different 
ways over the next few weeks, as lockdown 
begins to lift. This time last year, our 
Churches had to close and we were not able 
to celebrate the Easter Sacred Triduum 
(Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter 
Saturday/Sunday) in church, but this year 
we can. We have included the service times 
at St John Vianney Church in our newslet-
ter and I hope you can make every effort 
to support our Church, and return to cele-
brate these services.  

In this final week of the spring term, our 
children will be on a journey in school    
remembering the main events of Holy week. 
We have spent the last 40 days preparing 
for Easter with our Lenten promises and 
our fund-raising for the Cafod Walk for 
Water. Today we have celebrated yester-
day’s Palm Sunday, Jesus’s triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem on a donkey with shouts of 
Hosanna and the waving of Palms. The   
people wanted a new king but Jesus as we 
know was not the sort of king they wanted. 
Our children always enjoy re-enacting this 
event, with of course a real donkey! 

Other events for this week, which the  
children will participate in, are included in 
the newsletter. We will also be sharing 
another video with you, prepared by Fr 
Etienne and much appreciated, which    
explains all the Holy Week events right up 
to the Easter Sunday.  

Finally, on behalf of all our staff and    
Governors, may I wish you and your      
families a happy, Holy and restful Easter. 

Elaine Allen 

Headteacher 



 

Young Seasiders Virtual Exhibition  

 

Young Seasiders showcases art by schoolchildren across the borough. Several of 
our children submitted artwork. 

Congratulations  to Macy and Stevie for being our school winners. 

The pictures will be in the Evening Gazette tomorrow. 

To view more, please go to https://www.blackpool.ac.uk/young-seasiders  

Thank you 

https://www.blackpool.ac.uk/young-seasiders

