
St John Vianney Catholic Primary School – Year 5 – Spring 1st 
 “Seeking Growth Together Through Jesus”  

 
The Arts 

In Art, we will be exploring the work of Joan 

Miro, a famous artist, known for his abstract 

art style. The children will experiment with 

free drawing, collage and free-standing 

sculpture.  

In Music, our next topic is ‘Make you Feel My 

Love’ by Bob Dylan -  a pop ballad sung by 

Adele. 

In French, we will be learning vocabulary 

around the topic of ‘Pets’ – As-tu un animal?  

 

 

Humanities 

This half term, in History, we will be 

revisiting the questions: ‘Who Were The 

Aztecs?’, ‘Who were the Tudors?’ and ‘Who 

were the Ancient Greeks?’ to deepen 

understanding on these historical periods. 

Links will also be made again in Guided 

Reading to deepen the children’s 

knowledge on these topics as well as 

reading linked texts. 

 

 

English 

In English, we will be reading the novel, ‘The Boy at the Back of 

the Class’ by Onjali Q.Raúf. It tells the story of a young refugee – 

Ahmet – running away from war-torn Syria and how the children 

in his new class welcome him to England.  

Throughout the topic, the children will be completing topical 

reading comprehensions, SpaG related activities and these genres 

in writing: 

• Author study 

• Diary entry 

• Formal letter 

• Newspaper report 

 

During English, the children will also have the opportunity to read 

and enjoy ‘link texts’, including: Boy 87, The Arrival, The Day the 

War Came, No Ballet Shoes in Syria, A Story Like the Wind and The 

Day We Met the Queen.  

 

Maths 

This half term, we will be learning about Multiplication and 

Division as well as Fractions.  

In Multiplication and Division, the children will be using the 

column method to multiply up to a 4-digit number by a 2-

digit number and using the short division to calculate up to a 

4-digit number by a 1-digit number, with and without 

remainders. 

In Fractions, the children will be calculating equivalent 

fractions, improper fractions and mixed numbers, ordering 

and comparing fractions less than and greater than 1 whole. 

Adding/subtracting fractions and multiplying fractions. 

 

The children will continue their daily times tables practise 

along with arithmetic calculations. In addition, the children 

will also be focusing on metric conversions.  

 

Home Learning Platforms 

We are using Teams to communicate home learning. 

Children have been given their login details. All 

homework will be set on Fridays and will need to be 

completed by the following Wednesday.  Maths work is 

set on MyMaths, and they can also use Times Tables 

Rockstars to practise. Spellings will be set on Spelling 

Shed and form part of children’s homework. 

Children have homework books to complete work in, but 

do not need to bring these into school. Photos of work 

completed can be uploaded on Teams.  

All login details have been given to children but if they 

are unsure please ask Miss O’Keeffe or Mrs Bennett. Any 

problems accessing the online platforms please do not 

hesitate to contact us.   

 

ICT 

This half term we will be focusing heavily 

on Internet Safety and coding. Children 

will learn how to keep themselves safe 

online, where to go if they feel 

uncomfortable with anything they 

encounter online, and how to ensure they 

can use the internet in a productive and 

protected way.  

They will also learn strategies for coding. 

 

‘Seeking Growth Together’ 

In RE, we will be looking at God’s Covenant with Abraham and Moses. We will be making links 

between Judaism and Christianity and these covenants made between God and His people. We 

will deepen this understanding by exploring inspirational people who use this covenant to lead a 

full-filling and exemplary life, following the beatitudes.  

We will be continuing our HRE lessons, flowing the theme of ‘Created and Loved by God’. We 

will be discussing body image, peculiar feelings, emotional changes, seeing stuff on line and 

menstruation.  Science 

 This half term, our new topic is ‘Properties and Change of Materials’. 
The children will: 
*compare and group together everyday materials on the basis of their 
properties, including their hardness, solubility, transparency, 
conductivity (electrical and thermal), and response to magnets 
*know that some materials will dissolve in liquid to form a solution, 
and describe how to recover a substance from a solution 
*use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures 
might be separated, including through filtering, sieving and 
evaporating 
*give reasons, based on evidence from comparative and fair tests, for 
the particular uses of everyday materials, including metals, wood and 
plastic 
*demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are 
reversible changes 
*explain that some changes result in the formation of new materials, 
and that this kind of change is not usually reversible, including 
changes associated with burning and the action of acid on 
bicarbonate of soda 

 

PE 

Our Physical Education topic is Athletics. 

Children will work to develop and build on 

skills they have learnt in previous years. 

They will also focus on understanding the 

links between health and fitness, and how 

to engage in physical activities in a safe 

way. They will explore ways to change 

their style of movement to suit the 

activity. 

We will also continue to attend swimming 

lessons each week at Palatine. 

 


