
St John Vianney Catholic Primary School – Year 5 – Autumn 2nd  
 “Seeking Growth Together Through Jesus”  

 
The Arts 
Our Art this half term focuses on the art work 

of Joan Miro and the children will create their 

own artwork in a similar style. 

Music this half term is centred around the 

topic ‘Livin’ on a Prayer’, ‘Classroom Jazz’ as 

well as a Carol performance closer to 

Christmas. 

In French we will be learning phrases relating 

to dates with our topic entitled ‘Quelle est la 

date aujourd’hui’. 

 

Humanities 

In Geography, we will explore the topics of 

North America, Biomes and Europe.  

The children will use atlases to locate 

countries in North America and Europe as 

well as their rivers and mountain ranges. 

They will also explore the different biomes 

from around the world. 

Finally, the children will research the 

famous explorer Henry Hudson. 

 

English 

Over this half term we will continue focussing our reading 

and writing opportunities around the controversial story, 

‘Journey to Jo’burg’ by Beverley Naidoo. 

We will make links with other story books and poems 

linking to the themes of racial justice and Black History.  

Together we will: 

• Write a formal letter of complaint 

• Diary Entry 

• Narrative 

 

 

We will also explore different Christmas themed picture 

books and the children will create their Christmas Picture 

books to read aloud to a younger audience. 

‘Seeking Growth Together’ 

This half term we will look at the relationships and covenants made between God and Noah; 

God and Abraham as well as God and Moses. We will learn about the 10 Commandments and 

their significance. As we begin Advent we will begin to look at the biblical stories about Christ’s 

birth and compare accounts. We will look at Christians (and Jewish) traditions at this time of the 

year.  

In PSHE, we will explore the meaning of friendship and how to communicate, as well as how to 

relate to other people. We will also celebrate Anti-Bullying Week. This will involve defining 

bullying, discuss playing our part in combating bullying and the affect bullying can have. 

Maths 

This half term we will be exploring multiplication and 

division. We will explore multiplying and dividing by 10, 

100, 1000; square and cube numbers; factors and 

multiples; common factors and multiples and prime 

numbers. We will then move on to look at area and 

perimeter calculations. These areas will be revisited 

regularly throughout Year 5, so we aim to delve deeper and 

ensure that all children have a good understanding before 

we introduce new topics. 

We will also be continuing daily mental arithmetic skills 

activities which will improve our precision and fluency using 

mental methods, times tables and more challenging 

concepts.  

 

Home Learning Platforms 

We are using Teams to communicate home learning. 

Children have been given their login details. All 

homework will be set on Fridays and will need to be 

completed by the following Wednesday.  Maths work is 

set on MyMaths, and they can also use Times Tables 

Rockstars to practise. Spellings will be set on Spelling 

Shed and form part of children’s homework. 

Children have homework books to complete work in, but 

do not need to bring these into school. Photos of work 

completed can be uploaded on Teams.  

All login details have been given to children but if they 

are unsure please ask Miss O’Keeffe or Mrs Bennett. Any 

problems accessing the online platforms please do not 

hesitate to contact us.   

 

ICT 

This half term we will be focusing heavily 

on Internet Safety and Creating 

Presentations. Children will learn how to 

keep themselves safe online, where to go 

if they feel uncomfortable with anything 

they encounter online, and how to ensure 

they can use the internet in a productive 

and protected way.  

 

Science 

The topic for this half term will be forces. The children will: 

• explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth 

because of the force of gravity acting between the Earth 

and the falling object 

• identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance 

and friction, that act between moving surfaces 

• recognise that some mechanisms including levers, 

pulleys and gears allow a smaller force to have a greater 

effect 

• apply planning and measuring  

strategies 

 

PE 

Our Physical Education topic is Netball. 

Children will work to develop and build on 

skills they have learnt in previous years. 

They will also focus on understanding the 

links between health and fitness, and how 

to engage in physical activities in a safe 

way. They will explore ways to change 

their style of movement to suit the 

activity. They will practice and improve 

their throwing and catching skills, as well 

as knowledge of positioning. 

 


