
 NEWSLETTER 

Year of St Luke  

The ‘Year of Luke’ began on the first Sunday of Advent 2021 
(28th November 2021) and will run until December 2022.. 

The key themes which we will be exploring in school from this 
Gospel are;  

1. The centrality of prayer in Jesus’ life and those around him.
 
2. Hospitality and the sharing of meals.  
 
3. God’s message for the poor and marginalised in      
society. 

Travelling Posada 
 

During the season of Advent, you may have had a 
visit from a travelling Mary and Joseph, which 
has enabled you to share the Christmas story 
with your children at home.  A huge thank you to 
those of you who have spent time in prayer with 
your child and focussed on the anticipation of 
the coming of Our Lord. We have received some 
lovely photographs and stories about the worship 
you completed at home—it has been lovely to 
share these with the children. 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have finally reached the end of a hectic 
term with so much to celebrate including the 
achievement of another Eco Award, our LPPA 
(Leading Parent Partnership Award) renewal, our 
P4C (Philosophy for Children) Bronze Award and 
our Blackpool Beating Bullying’s Bronze Charter 
Award.  

Despite higher than usual absence this term, 
both from children and staff, I am so grateful 
to all our staff who have worked so hard, cover-
ing absent colleagues etc., to ensure we have 
been able to continue to provide the best possi-
ble education for all your children, helping them 
to continue to grow both spiritually and academ-
ically. I hope you will join me in expressing my 
thanks to our wonderful staff team, including 
our governors, who again give freely of their 
time.  

During this season of Advent, we are proud to 
have managed to find ways to continue the face-
to-face delivery of all our nativities and Christ-
mas productions, despite the increased re-
strictions, and I want to thank you for your 
support in this, ensuring our risk assessments 
have been carried out to the letter. We don’t 
want our children’s lives to be marred perma-
nently by Covid, such that this becomes their 
prominent childhood memory, rather that we 
were able to work around problems together, 
with a ‘glass half-full’ attitude, to still partici-
pate in all those events happening within our 
school community. This includes our Year 6 chil-
dren singing out and about in our community 
next week, writing letters to local residents, 
Bauble making workshops, Christmas parties, 
whole school pantomime trip and our participa-
tion in the Indoor Athletics North Tournament, 
which we won, holding on to the cup from two 
years ago.  

Throughout our Christmas productions, the chil-
dren have shared and celebrated the true mean-
ing of Christmas, the coming of our saviour Je-
sus Christ into to our world, and I know we are 
all now looking forward to spending Christmas 
with our families. I hope you will find the time 
to join the Parish in one of the Christmas ser-
vices in Church, the timings of which are within 
this newsletter. Our Year 6 children will be 
helping at the Christmas Eve service at 5pm, so 
maybe come along and bring your children to 
this service. 

As you are already aware, our wonderful Assis-
tant Headteacher & Inclusion Manager Mrs 
Amanda Wooldridge, is leaving us this Christmas 
after 8 years, to take up the Headship at   
Lytham C of E Primary school. She will be   
greatly missed. May I take this opportunity to 
thank her on behalf of the entire school commu-
nity, for her dedicated service to our school, 
and wish her the best of luck in her new school.  

And finally, we break up on today at 1.15/1.30pm 
(depending upon your start time) and return to 
school Thursday 6th January, which is also the 
feast of the Epiphany (the wise men’s visit!). 
There will be a mass to celebrate this feast in 
Church that day at the usual 9.15am.  

God Bless and Best Wishes, 

Elaine Allen 

Headteacher 

Minni Vinnies 
 
Mini Vinnies' are children aged between 7 to 11 (or younger) who, with the per-

mission of their parents and the support of 
their Schools, are encouraged to embark on 
their first steps as possible 'Vincentians for 
life'.  In the new year, we are looking to rein-
state our school Mini Vinnies group (which was 
stalled due to the pandemic).  We will aim to 
establish a group of 16 children in KS2, who 
have volunteered and then been voted for by 
their peers.  We will meet weekly through 
lunchtimes to discuss how we can support the 
needy and vulnerable in our society.  For fur-
ther information, please visit Mini Vinnies | St 
Vincent de Paul Society (svp.org.uk)  

Sacramental Programme  
 
The Sacramental programmes of Reconciliation and the 
Eucharist are being led by the Parish.  If you have any 
queries, please contact Fr. Loughran directly at the 
presbytery on 01253 762227.  
 
If you are interested in your KS2 child receiving these 
Sacraments, please think about making yourself known 
to the parish by attending mass, particularly during the 
Christmas period. 

A Visit from an Angel 
 

Throughout Advent, each class has received a visit from a 
special Angel. The children have been able to explore the 
role of this key nativity figure in depth and understand the 
angel as a messenger of God. Even our children in the EYFS 
know how important special news delivered by the angel was. 

https://www.svp.org.uk/mini-vinnies
https://www.svp.org.uk/mini-vinnies


School Games 

The children in Years 5 and 6 took part in an indoor 
athletics competition with local primary school. This 
is something SJV has taken part in for many years, 
and we are extremely proud to announce that they 

won!  

The children competed in a series of events such as 
races, speed bounce and high jump. They were a 

credit to the school, and we are extremely proud of 
their achievement!  

Christmas Bauble Workshop 
The children loved taking part in the bauble work-
shops again this year. Thank you so much to all the 
parents who have donated extra to help all children 

to take part, it is so appreciated!  

 

 

Year 6 
For a second year running, the children and staff in Year 6 

have visited Rosehaven Care Home to sing for their      
residents. This year, we decided to not only sing carols but 

to write to the residents to make their Christmas extra 
special. Finally, so they can enjoy the festive season a   

little bit more, we made two large hampers with goodies 
for them to enjoy. 

Blackpool Football Club 

Our children were thrilled to meet Blackpool Player 
Jordan Gabriel when he visited SJV along with guests 

from Blackpool Supporters Trust and Blackpool FC    
Community Trust who brought donations of replica 

home shirts for our children in Y2. The children had 
the opportunity to ask questions and also show their 

appreciation for the members of the Supporters Trust 
who so generously funded this initiative. Jordan spent 
time talking to the children explaining about the skills 
needed to be a footballer and also the importance of 

working hard in all areas.   

“Get Blackpool Reading”  

This year, Blackpool Catering Services are working alongside the National Literary Trust to support their “Get Blackpool 
Reading” campaign and the Library Services in providing a free book for all primary school pupils who have a school Christmas 

lunch. 

The books were served with a side of fun literacy activities as part of festive school dinners – provided by Blackpool Council 
Catering Service – to inspire children to continue reading over the Christmas holidays and beyond. 



 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES:  

 

Friday December 25th (Christmas Eve) Vigil Masses:  
SJV  5pm; OLA 6pm; St C  7 pm.  

Saturday December 25th (Christmas Day) 
 SJV 9am; St C 10am; OLA 10.30am; SJV 11am.  

No evening Masses on Christmas Day  

Sunday December 26th The Holy Family (Boxing Day) 
Masses: 9am SJV; 10am St C; 10.30am OLA 

Polish Mass 3.30pm St C; Syro-Malabar Mass 5.30pm SJV 
No 11am Mass or Afternoon Devotions 

 
Monday December 27th St John Apostle 

Mass: 10am SJV 
 

Tuesday December 28th The Holy Innocents 
Masses: 10am SJV; Noon St C 

 
Wednesday December 29th St Thomas Becket 

Masses: 10am SJV; 10am OLA 
 

Thursday December 30th of Christmas octave 
Masses: 10am SJV; Noon St C 

 
Friday December 31st of Christmas octave 

Masses: 10am SJV; 10am OLA 
 

Saturday January 1st Mary, Mother of God 
Mass: 12 noon (excellent way to begin the New Year) 

No evening Masses 
 

Sunday January 2nd Second after Christmas 
Masses: 9am SJV; 10am St C; 10.30am OLA; 11am SJV 

Polish Mass 3.30pm St C; Syro-Malabar Mass 5.30pm SJV 
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